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For more information contact: 
bethany.soderlund@sourcewell-mn.com 

218-855-9605 

This factsheet explains the difference between a building permit and a 
land use permit in the City of Deerwood. Deerwood has adopted the 
Minnesota State Building Code, so most construction projects must be 
reviewed for both zoning compliance and building code compliance 
before work begins. 

Land Use Permits: 

A land use permit is a local zoning approval. It confirms that the proposed project 
complies with the City of Deerwood’s zoning and subdivision regulations before the 
project is started. A land use review focuses on where something is located, how the 
property is used, and whether the project meets local performance standards. 

In Deerwood, a land use permit may be required for projects such as fences, signs, sheds 
under 200 sq ft, temporary structures and RV placement, grading or filling, changes in 
impervious surface, shoreland work, and other site changes regulated by the City’s 
ordinance. 

Examples of land use review include: 

• Whether the proposed use is allowed in the zoning district. 
• Whether the structure meets required setbacks from property lines, roads, lakes, 

rivers, wetlands, or other features. 
• Whether the lot meets minimum size, width, and coverage requirements. 
• Whether the project complies with shoreland, floodplain, stormwater, or other 

environmental standards. 
• Whether the project requires a variance, conditional use permit, interim use 

permit, subdivision approval, or other zoning process before a permit can be 
issued. 
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Building Permits: 
A building permit is a code compliance approval. Because Deerwood has adopted the 
Minnesota State Building Code, building permits are required for construction, 
remodeling, repair, and trade projects. The building permit process helps ensure that 
buildings and related systems meet minimum statewide standards.  

A building permit may be required for projects such as new homes, additions, garages, 
decks, porches, basement finishes, remodeling, re-roofing, re-siding, window replacement, 
plumbing, heating, electrical work, and commercial or industrial construction.  

In most cases, a land use review is completed as part of a building permit review. If 
additional zoning approval is needed, such as a CUP or Variance, the building permit 
cannot be issued until the proposed project also complies with the applicable land use 
requirements. 

Examples of Building Code review include: 
• Whether framing, footings, foundations, and structural plans meet code. 
• Whether stairs, guards, emergency escape openings, smoke alarms, and other life-

safety features are provided when required. 
• Whether energy code, accessibility, plumbing, mechanical, and electrical 

requirements apply. 
• Whether required inspections are completed at the correct stages of construction. 
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Important Notes for All Applicants:  
• Do not begin work until all required approvals and permits have been issued. 
• Permit requirements depend on the specific property, zoning district, project type, and 

site conditions. 
• Properties in shoreland, floodplain, or other regulated areas may have additional 

standards. 
• Some projects require more than one approval, such as a variance, conditional use permit, 

interim use permit, subdivision approval, or septic permit. 
• Issuance of one permit does not automatically mean all other approvals have been granted. 

 


